
February 28, 2021 
 
Dear Garden City School Community, 
 
This past week, we were excited to welcome back our 8th and 11th grade students for full-time, 
in-person instruction. As our secondary students return, it is great to see the camaraderie of 
friends reuniting in school and the ease with which they’ve readapted to their “regular” 
routine.  
 
The week hasn’t been without its challenges, however. This week, we had a total of 27 positive 
COVID-19 cases among our students. These cases have resulted in the need to quarantine over 
150 children, including 38 at the high school and 53 at our middle school. Most of these cases 
were related to students who returned to school after mid-winter recess while still awaiting 
results of their COVID-19 PCR test. Again, I cannot stress enough the importance of following 
safety and travel protocols.  In addition to the health risks, we spent significant time contact 
tracing each of the 27 positive cases.  This time takes us away from our main priority of 
teaching and learning.  We need your help. 
 
Test Results & Returning to School 
Please note that you must keep your children home if they are waiting on test results. This 
will help us avoid the need to quarantine large numbers of other students should the test result 
come back positive. Students who cannot attend school due to outstanding test results may 
join school remotely until the time they are cleared to return. Please reach out to your teacher 
and your school principal to make arrangements for remote learning.  If your child has gotten a 
negative on a rapid test and you are waiting for the PCR result, you must keep your child 
home until you receive the test result. 
 
If you need to have surveillance testing done for your child either for a medical procedure or 
other reason, please contact your principal for further guidance. 
 
Travel Guidance 
There was some confusion this week regarding the quarantine period for students returning to 
school from travel.  If you travel, please follow the New York State guidance related to testing 
and quarantining. In my letter to the community on Feb. 19, I detailed this guidance and 
provided specifics related to traveling to a non-contiguous state, U.S. territory, or CDC level 2 or 
higher country.  
 
I understand that the state guidance can be confusing, especially as it relates to someone who 
has previously tested positive for COVID-19. We have been informed that New York State has 
not adopted any separate guidelines for its travel testing requirements as it applies to those 
who have tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days. This means that they too are 
required to quarantine for 10 days upon their return to New York or obtain two negative tests 
as detailed in the guidance. 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/Page/9779


Travel guidelines may change, so please check the NYS website for updates. 
 
Smart Button App Change 
Moving forward, parents will notice a change in the Smart Button screening app that now 
addresses recent travel and whether you’ve followed the DOH guidance related to testing and 
quarantining. I ask for your honesty in completing all questions in the screening app, as it will 
help protect our school community.  I strongly believe that we all have a responsibility to the 
greater community and that the decisions we make have a direct impact on others.  
 
Athletics 
Our winter season just ended this week.  Although the season was shortened, it was nice to see 
our student athletes playing and competing again.  We will be starting fall season on Monday.   
During the winter season, it was recommended we implement a testing protocol for certain 
high contact sports, such as basketball, wrestling, and competitive cheer.  After reviewing our 
testing data and in consultation with the district’s medical director, we are suspending 
mandatory weekly testing of our student athletes at this time.  We will continue to offer weekly 
testing for any student or a member of our school community who is interested in obtaining a 
test.  Our student athletes will need to continue to follow all safety protocols and monitor for 
any symptoms.  Students will need to be vigilant and follow safety protocols, so we do not 
need to quarantine groups of students or full teams.   
 
Thank you for your continued adherence to the guidelines and for your ongoing support of our 
district.  
 
Enjoy the rest of the weekend. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kusum 
 
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


